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Development History of Stainless Steel Vehicles in J-TREC from 1958 to “sustina”
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Japan is a country of stainless steel railway vehicles, which is quite unique in the world. 60% of the regional
passenger's railway vehicles in almost all prefectures are made of stainless steel. The history of Japan-made
stainless steel vehicles had begun with Tokyu series 5200 developed in Tokyu Car Corporation (present J-TREC)
back in 1958. Development of “all-stainless steel” vehicles with introduction of US technology, followed by the
original light-weight stainless vehicle and later free disclosure of this technology to the other manufacturers had lead
the stainless steel vehicles to spread in nationwide. Five generations to the latest “sustina”’ are summarized herein.
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